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PRISM: Long Island Invasive Species Management Area 

Scientific name: Fallopia japonica (Hout.) Dcne. var. japonica, F. sachalinensis,  F. xbohemica 
(Polygonum cuspidatum, P. sachalinense, P. xboehmicum)                            
USDA Plants Code: POCU6,POSA4, POBO10 

Common names: Japanese knotweed, giant knotweed      
Native Distribution Asia (China, Japan Korea)      
Date Assessed: 26 April 2008      
PRISM Assessors: Gerry Moore 
PRISM Reviewers: LIISMA SRC 
Date Approved:  11 May 2008                                 Form version date: 13 April 2009 

New York Relative Maximum score:  97.94 Date NY assessment approved:   11 May 2008 

New York State Invasive Rank: Very High 
 

SUMMARY OF PRISM RANKING RESULTS:  

Distribution:  Widespread                                

Estimated number of infested sites:  100+ 

PRISM Invasiveness Rank
§
: Very High 

 

 

 

 

A. DISTRIBUTION AND ABUNDANCE  

(KNOWN/POTENTIAL): 

 

1.  What is the species distribution and abundance in the PRISM?  

A. Not present Not Present 

B. Occurs in three or fewer natural areas (locations that are at least ¼  mile 
apart) with no infested area* >1 acre or containing >100 individuals 

Restricted 

C. Present in 4–10 natural areas, or with one occupied location >1 acre or 
containing >100 individuals  

Common 

D. Present in >10 minimally managed areas Widespread 

U. Unknown Unknown 

 Answer: Widespread 
 Describe distribution: 

Found throughout the PRISM in a number of habitats. 

 Sources of information:   
Brooklyn Botanic Garden, 2008 

 
§
Not Assessable: not persistent in the PRISM, or not found outside of cultivation. 

 
*Definition of “infested area” is the “…actual or percentage of land occupied by [canopy cover of] weed plants” 
NAWMA (North American Weed Management Association) 2002. North American Invasive Plant Mapping 
Standards (see http://www.nawma.org/).  
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2. What is the likelihood the species will occur (if not yet present) or expand its distribution 
and abundance (if already present) in the PRISM? 

 Answer: Very likely 

 Documentation (e.g.: history of establishment in PRISM, suitability of habitats and climate, distribution 
models, literature, expert opinions): 
 Present in PRISM 

 Sources of information:  
New York Flora Atlas, 2008; Brooklyn Botanic Garden, 2008.  

 
B. INVASIVENESS RANK IN THE PRISM:   

 

Is the species distribution Widespread or Common?  
Yes: Go to column A in table below. 

 No: What is the likelihood of species occurrence or expansion? Answer:  Very likely 

 Very Likely:   Use column A below 

 Moderately likely:  Use column B below 

 Unlikely:   Use column C below 

 Zero likelihood  Invasive potential Insignificant 

 Unknown  Invasive potential Unknown 

Not assessed  Invasive potential not assessed 

Assign a PRISM invasiveness rank to the species based on its New York Relative Maximum 
Score, using the designated column in the table below.   
 

New York Relative Maximum Score New York Invasiveness Rank A B C 

> 80.00 Very High VH H M 

70.00–80.00 High H M L 

50.00–69.99 Moderate  M L Ins  

40.00–49.99 Low L Ins  Ins  

<40.00 Insignificant Ins  Ins  Ins  
 

Column used:   A   (Insert PRISM Invasiveness Rank on page 1) 

References for species assessment:  

 Adirondack Park Invasive Program. No date. Invasive plant profile:  
  Japanese knotweed, Polygonum cuspidatum. In: Priority non-native plants in the  
  Adirondack Park. Online: http://www.adkinvasives.com/documents/FULLSET.pdf.  
 
Alaska Natural Heritage Program. No date. Polygonum cuspidatum Sieb. & Zucc.  
  (Species profile) Online:  
  http://akweeds.uaa.alaska.edu/pdfs/species_bios_pdfs/Species_bios_POCU.pdf.  
 
Beerling, D. J., J. P. Bailey, A. P. Conolly. 1994. Fallopia japonica (Houtt.)  
  Ronse Decraene, biological flora of the British Isles. J. Ecology 82:959-979. 
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 Bram, M. R. , J. N. McNair. 2004. Seed germinability and its seasonal onset of Japanese knotweed (Polygonum    
cuspidatum). Weed Sci. 52(5): 759-767.  
 
  Czarapata, E. J. 2005. Invasive Plants of the Upper Midwest. The University of  
  Wisconsin Press. Madison, WI. 215 pp. 
 
  Erskine, D. 1960. The plants of Prince Edward Island, 1st Ëd. Research Branch,  
  Agriculture Canada, Ottawa.. Publication 1088. 
 
  Flora of North America Editorial Committee. 2005. Flora of North America North  
  of Mexico. Vol. 5. Magnoliophyta: Caryophyllidae: Caryophyllales, Polygonales,  
  and Plumbaginales. Oxford Univ. Press, New York. vii + 656 pp. 
 
  Great Plains Flora Association (R.L. McGregor, coordinator; T.M. Barkley, ed.,  
  R.E. Brooks and E.K. Schofield, associate eds.). 1986. Flora of the Great  
  Plains. University Press of Kansas: Lawrence, Kansas. 1392 pp. 
 
 Hackney, P. 2003. Flora of Northern Ireland. National Museums and Galleries of  
  Northern Ireland and Environment and Heritage Service. Available:  
  http://www.habitas.org.uk/flora/index.html. 
 
  Hinds, H.R. 2000. Flora of New Brunswick (2nd Ed.). University New Brunswick.  
  694 pp. 
 
  IPANE [Invasive Plant Atlas of New England]. No date. Polygonum cuspidatum.  
  Online: http://webapps.lib.uconn.edu/ipane/browsing.cfm?descriptionid=86.  
 
 
  Kartesz, J.T. 1994. A synonymized checklist of the vascular flora of the  
  United States, Canada, and Greenland. 2nd edition. 2 vols. Timber Press,  
  Portland, OR. 
 
King County Noxious Weed Control Board. 2003. Giant Knotweed: Polygonum  
  sachalinense. Natural Resources and Parks, Water and Land Resources Division,  
  Seattle, Washington. http://dnr.metrokc.gov/wlr/LANDS/Weeds/knotg.htm.  
 
  Seiger, L. 1991. Element stewardship abstract for Polygonum cuspidatum. The  
  Nature Conservancy, Arlington, VA 
 
  Shaw, R. H. and L. A. Seiger. 2002. Japanese knotweed. In: Van Driesche, R.  
  et. al. Biological control of invasive plants in the eastern United States.  
  USDA Forest Service Publication FHTET-2002-04. 
 
  Soll, J. 2004. Controlling knotweed in the Pacific Northwest. The Nature  
  Conservancy. Version current as of Jan. 16, 2004. Available online:  
  http://tncweeds.ucdavis.edu/moredocs/polspp01.pdf 
 
  The Plant Names Project. International Plant Names Index (IPNI). Online.  
  Available: http://www.ipni.org. 
 
  Tu, M. and J. Soll. 2004. Sandy River, northern Oregon: Knotweed eradication  
  at a watershed in the Pacific Northwest - a success story. The Nature  
  Conservancy, Oregon Chapter. Available online:  
  http://tncweeds.ucdavis.edu/success/or002/or002.pdf. 
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Washington State Noxious Weed Control Board. 2004. Giant Knotweed (Polygonum  
  sachalinense F. Schmidt ex Maxim). Written Findings of the State Noxious Weed  
  Control Board - Class B Weed. Online. http://  
  www.nwcb.wa.gov/weed_info/gknotweed.html. 
 
  Weakley, A. S. 2005. Flora of the Carolinas, Virginia, and Georgia. Draft as  
  of June 10, 2005. UNC Herbarium, North Carolina Botanical Garden, Chapel Hill.  
  Available online: http://www.herbarium.unc.edu/flora.htm. 
 
  Welsh, S.L., N.D. Atwood, S. Goodrich and L.C. Higgins. (Eds.) 2003. A Utah  
  Flora. 3rd edition. Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah, U.S.A. 912 pp. 
 
  Zika, P.F. and A.L. Jacobson. 2003. An overlooked hybrid Japanese knotweed  
  (Polygonum cuspidatum × sachalinense; Polygonaceae) in North America. Rhodora  
  105(922): 143-152. 
 
  Zinck, M. & Roland, A.E. 1998. Roland's Flora of Nova Scotia. Nova Scotia  
  Museum. 3rd ed., rev. M. Zinck; 2 Vol., 1297 pp.    
     
 

Citation: This ranking form for regions within NYS may be cited as:  Jordan, M.J., G. Moore and T.W. Weldy. 
2008. Invasiveness ranking system for non-native plants of New York. Unpublished. The Nature Conservancy, Cold 
Spring Harbor, NY; Brooklyn Botanic Garden, Brooklyn, NY; The Nature Conservancy, Albany, NY. Note that the 
order of authorship is alphabetical; all three authors contributed substantially to the development of this protocol. 
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